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Toc H members accept a four-fold commitment: | 
1 To build friendships across the barriers that divide man 


from man. 

2 To give personal service. 

3 To find their own convictions while always being willing 
to listen to the views of others. 

4 To work for the building of that better world which has 
been called the Kingdom of God. 

This magazine, which acts as a forum for ideas about Toc H 
and about the world in which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points—to think fairly. 


On the cover: 
Is prison really the only answer? The first of two articles on our attitudes to crime and punishment begins on page 90. 
Photo: Syndication !nternational 


n U 
Point Three is available from Toc H Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Buckinghamshire HP22 6BT 
(Tel: 3911). Single copies 7p; 10 or more copies sent to the same address 6p each. 


Letters and articles are welcomed and should be addressed to the Toc H Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close 
Wendover, Bucks. HP22 6BT. Opinions expressed are those of the individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
the Toc H Movement. 


Adventising: Display and classified advertisements are included in this magazine. Full rates and data can be obtained from 
the editorial office. 


VIEW POINT 


The gospel from China 


Shortly after the February election I received 
my copy of the spring number of the Iona 
Community’s magazine Coracle, with a chal- 
lenging and timely article by David Orr, a 
member of the Gommiunity, on a visit to China. 
Timely and challenging because for too long 
the appeal of most of our politicians, of all 
parties, has been basically materialistic*‘We 
can give you a better standard of living than 
the other lot can.’ The current crisis underlines 
our desperate need for a new idealism, for 
renewed national unity in pursuit of realistic 
national goals, 


To start thinking along these lincs (as surely 
most of us have been doing in recent weeks) and 
then to read these words in David Orr’s article 
was to bring myself up with a jolt: ‘There is 
evidence that from the very start they’ve been 
aware that economic forces are not the only 
factor hut that human nature is as important 
and even more important. There is evidence of 
an awareness of the need to create new men, 
ofa determination to make things subservient 
to persons, ofa conviction that the “human- 
ising” of men and of society is central in the 
quest for life at its richest and best.’ 


‘One can detect’, he goes on, “what look like 
policies designed to ensure that industrial 
growth, while essential, will not be allowed to 
damage the environment but will serve human 
values; that modern technology will be con- 
trolled; that while transport is urgently needed 
they must avoid being strangled by the private 
car; that the will of the people must prevail as 
evidenced py endless councils and committees 
and especially group discussion so that it really 
looks like a people’s republic... And all this at 
a time when one of the great crises of our socicty 
is that processes and things seem to be taking 
over; that only by very deliberate and radical 
planning and determination are we likely to 
avoid disaster, on so many fronts, and we just 
don’t scem (we, the individualistic, national- 
istic, capitalistic west) to have the will or capa- 
bility of doing this. Onc just feels that maybe 
China has, And that what could in fact be 
happening is a most important experiment in 
identifying and removing those factors in 


society which de-humanise and enslave men- 
an experiment in “humanising humanity” and 
making possible dignity and friendship between 
all men.’ 


How fair an assessment is that of what is hap- 
pening in this vast continent with its 800 million 
people? David Orr is honest enough to admit 
that he doesn’t know. ‘But’, he says, “of two 
things I’m pretty certain. First-we wouldn’t 
like to live in China as the Chinese, once we've 
known the glitter of the consumer society and 
the affluence which we do know, and because 
we've departed from the Christian assurance 
that “a man’s life does not consist in the abund- 
ance of the things that he possesses”... But it 
would not at all surprise me to discover that 

the Chinese in China are a more content and a 
happier people than most inhabitants of western 
countrics. 


“The second thing that I’m sure about is that 
whether that picture of China and that analysis 
of what is happening there is truc or not what 
I’ve been doing in sketching it has been to 
proclaim the Christian gospel... It’s we 
Christians who say that if you seek first the 
kingdom of God, the things of love and friend- 
ship, the things of the Jesus who has called us 
friends—if we seek human values above all else- 
we'll find our life; if we don’t, we'll lose it.’ 


I’m not suggesting that we ought all to become 
Maoists, Even if the good things in China were 
as good as David Orr suggests, even if the bad 
things in China, which he doesn’t mention, 
didn’t exist, the Chinese system couldn’t simply 
be transplanted as it stands. What I am sug- 
gesting is that if we feel, as many people today 
do, the need for a new sense of purpose in our 
society, a new sct of valucs, then we ought to 
be prepared to learn what we can from socicties 
quite different from our own. What we need 
above all are the things which David Orr, 
rightly or wrongly, sensed to be present in 
Chinese society, As he says: ‘China presents the 
most tremendous challenge to the Christian 


world,’ 
KP-B 
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ALL THAT A HOME MEANS 


Seafarers’ Residential PERAE Se Eu n 
i i i highlights of the pa 

Jubilee this year. Some of the EE 

ES abn are iced on in this article by Jack Clark, who was 

warden of the Club from 1932 to 1941. Next month the present 

warden, Harry Buckle, describes the current work of the Club. 


Talbot House Young 


m - > . 
The entrance to Talbot House, showing the extension to the Club, which was completed in 1959. 
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In 1922 Mr Southwell Jones presented to 

‘Toe H his home known as “The Firs’, Bassett, 
Southampton, with grounds covering some 
seven acres, At the same time Toc H appointed 
a young padre, Lionel Meade, to be the first 


Toc H padre of the house that became Mark V. 


As Toc H gathered momentum it attracted 
many young men-somie closely associated with 
the shipping world in Southampton. 


This group of young men, inspired by Lioncl 
Meade, became concerned for the welfare of 
the young seafaring boy when ashore in the 
port of Southampton. Through a survey they 
discovered that the acute problem was lack of 
accommodation between voyages, many young 
seamen walking the strects or having to use the 
doss-house. 


With the findings of their survey they went to 
sec the leaders of the various Merchant Navy 
establishments in Southampton in the hope that 
they could help with the problem, Unfortu- 
nately, for various reasons these societies could 
not undertake new commitments at that time. 


So the Toc H branch went ahead in search of 
a house suitable for a home for these young 
seafarers, At that time one of the leading 
pioncers of Toc H Southampton was a young 
solicitor, Colonel Footner of Romsey. He 
searched the dockland area, and found a dis- 
used public house at the corner of College Street 
and Orchard Lane and negotiated a lease for 
the premises, After many weeks of cleaning, 
painting and reconditioning, undertaken by an 
enthusiastic team of ladies, and collecting 


furniture from many well-wishers, the house 
was declared ready for occupation, A full-time 
warden was appointed and the house was 
opened in the carly months of 1924 and named 
Talbot House Sea Going Boys’ Club, A real 
venture of faith, 


From that day on there was no doubt as to its 
fulfilling a real need, and very soon it became 
obvious that 16 beds were insufficient. The 
committee had always hoped to be able to 
embark upon a much more ambitious scheme 
and create a club worthy of its young seamen 
and of the city of Southampton. Toc H sought 
the good offices of Lord Forster of Lepe-a very 
good friend of Toc H, 


Lord Forster, already deeply interested in the 
work being done, agreed to become chairman 
of an appeal committee, The first task was to 
find a suitable site—it was essential that it was 
in the dockland arca, and land for building 
was hard to find and at a premium. A site was 
found and purchased by Lord Forster and 
presented as a gift to Toc H for the new club. 
The committec was soon able to give the 
go-ahead for the laying of the foundation stone 
for the new Talbot House in Brunswick Square, 
and very quickly a pleasing neo-Gcorgian 
building began to emerge. 


On 3 February 1932 the new Talbot House was 
officially opened by Sir Burton Chadwick, Lord 
Forster presiding at the ceremony. In a message, 
the then Prince of Wales said: ‘The club has 
been built entirely by Toc H with the help of 
the Pilgrim Trust and may therefore be re- 
garded as a real transatlantic service link. To 
many other kind friends our gratitude is duc, 
and they could hardly have contributed to an 
object of greater use and worth than a club for 
Scagoing Boys, which I sincerely hope will find 
its counterpart in the other great ports of the 
country.’ 


Talbot House opened its doors to all seagoing 
boys between the ages of 14 and 19, and no boy 
was ever turned away becausc he could not pay. 
They came as young deck boys or young waiters 
in the steward’s department, or bell boys. The 
deck boys were usually drafted from the train- 
ing ships such as the LCC’s Exmouth; others 
were the Warspite and the Gravesend Sca 
School. Bell boys were recruited direct from 
school at the age of 14. 


All were subject to a stay of two nights before 
sailing, and usually came to Talbot House 
before signing on their ship for the first time. 
In those days there was no ‘Seamen’s Charter’, 


and all seamen, men and boys, signed ships’ 
articles for the duration of the voyage, signing 
off on the ship’s return to port. This meant that 
the shipping company had no responsibility for 
the welfare of the young scamen during the 
ship’s stay in port. This period might be one to 
four wecks. The boy was forced to stay around 
the port to ensure getting back on his ship. 
This is where Talbot House came in. It 
endeavoured to offer him a natural home with 
those comforts and amenities which tend to 
deepen and develop character. Talbot House 
was concerned not only with the welfare of the 
boy ashore but also with his life afloat, and 

in port overseas. We maintaincd a close 
contact with the shipping companies of the 
port and with the ship’s commander whenever 
possible. 


It was the aim of Talbot House to provide for 
the physical, recreational and spiritual needs 

of the young seafarer when ashore. This was 
evident in the careful planning and furnishing 
of the Club, from its well-equipped gymnasium 
in the basement 10 the chapel at the top of the 
house, with its simplicity and cloquent dignity, 
where daily prayers were offered and Holy 
Communion celebrated cach weck, The dining- 
room, with its refectory tables, and the billiards 
and table tennis rooms were on the ground 
floor. There was a very comfortable lounge on 
the first floor with a generous supply of books. 
The bedrooms, with sleeping accommodation 
for 38 boys, were designed to give the maximum 
amount of comfort, well spaced for light and air. 


Outside recreational activitics were never casy 
to arrange with such a floating population, but 
Talbot House was able to obtain the exclusive 
use of a week-end camping site at Godshill on 
the banks of Hampshire’s River Avon. Members 
of Toc H were responsible for running the camp 
and also provided transport. In this and many 
other ways Toc H members served the Club 
and made friendships with the boys. 


Another close link at this time was with 
Winchester School as a result of the friendship 
of the headmaster, Dr Spencer-Leeson, who 
arranged during term for two or three boys 
from Winchester to spend a week-end at Talbot 
House. The school in return invited boys from 
the Club to spend a week-end there. This 

was a successful experiment and a happy and 
understanding relationship was established 
between boys of such different outlook and 
background. 


Through the good offices of the Southampton 
Federation of Boys’ Clubs (of which Talbot 
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House was a member) permission was obtained 
to try out the experiment of running a boys’ 
club aboard RMMV Stirling Castle belonging 
to the Union Castle Steam Navigation Co. 
The commander at that timc, A O Morgan, 
gave every encouragement to the project, and 
it was mainly because of his active support that 
it was such a success, and continued so until 
the war came in 1939. A Toc H member, a 
steward aboard, was the club leader. 


In early March 1938 The Times published a 
serics of three articles entitled ‘Ships and Men’, 
pointing out the best and worst accommodation 
for seamen afloat, Talbot House had seen at 
first hand some of the conditions seamen were 
living under afloat and had made several repre- 
seitations locally. These articles aroused a 
tremendous stir throughout the country, and 
with many others, Talbot House took up the 
challenge and wrote to The Times, The result- 
a good deal of local publicity from the shipping 
companies and local residents, the National 
Union of Scamen, the Shipping Federation and 
the other seamen’s welfare organisations. 

A number of mectings were held with these 
various bodies culminating in a delegation 
being received by the President of the Board 

of Trade in London. This took place just before 
the outbreak of war in September 1939, and so 
further discussion had to be shelved. It is 
encouraging to consider that the seeds sown at 
that time were perhaps the beginning of what 
is known today as ‘T'he Seamen’s Charter’, and 
what a revolution this wrought among ships 
and men! 


Where Toc H existed in ports overseas a strong 
link was established and maintained between 
Talbot House and the branch or group of 


ing whic d f 
Brine club's history-the anima:ed scene in the 


dining-room 


h has changed little over the 50 Years 


. Photo: British Transport Docks Board 
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Toc H. Many members welcomed the boys into 
thcir homes or organised guided tours of the 
cities. Apart from the historical value of such 
outings many lasting friendships were formed. 
One such contact has come to me only this 
week. A letter from an Old Talbot House boy 
of my time tells me that he is still in touch with 
the son of a member of Toc H in Cape Town, 
whom he met, when a deck boy on the 

Warwick Castle in 1935. 


The coming of the Second World War in 
September 1939 brought many changes to the 
port of Southampton, and early in 1940 it was 
closed to ships of the Merchant Navy, The 
character of Talbot House also underwent a 
change. A great number of deck hands were 
members of the RNR and were immediatcly 
called up to the Royal Navy, and the others 
were transferred to other ports, All had to face 
the rigours of war at sea; Many of those 

who carne to Talbot House as deck boys of 15 
and 16 lost their lives serving in the Royal 
Navy or Merchant Navy. 


Talbot House had a miraculous escape during 

the intensive bombing raids on the city. It 

emerged standing defiant in complete 

isolation in a vast area of total destruction. The 

ae continued to function and never closed its 
oors., 


During its 50 years’ history Talbot House has 
been proud to welcome hundreds and hundreds 
of young seafaring men to a home — with all that 
a home at its highest and best means to young 
men, A roof and walls afford shelter from wind 
and weather and the problems of the world 
outside, but only when hallowed by love, friend- 
ship and sacrifice can they ever become a home. 


THE MAIN RESOLUTION 5 


Keith Beck 


We pledge ourselves always to strive- 


‘To know His Will revealed in Christ and 
to do it fearlessly, reckoning nothing of 
the world’s opinions or its successes 


for ourselves or this our family’ 


Our commitment ‘to strive’ is not exhausted by 
striving ‘to listen now and always for the voice 
of God’: what is perhaps far more difficult and 
demanding, even frightening at times, is ‘to 
strive to know His Will revealed in Christ and 
to do it fearlessly’ with all that is implied. 


For a start, this is not a pledge that we will 
always be certain-as though Toc H was gifted 
with certaintics about God’s will which are 
denied to the rest of mankind (a delusion which 
has trapped many Christians, usually with 
rather horrible results), Remember, we are still 
striving~and that is a suggestion that it isn’t at 
all casy. At times we may well fail to come any- 
where near the will of God in some situations 
because prejudice or selfishness may make us 
blind and deaf, Toc H is a continuous learning 
process, both for the individual and for the 
whole Movement-neither the Central Council 
nor the Central Executive can ever be infallible 
in all their decisions! What we are pledged to 
do is to strive all the time to know and do what 
God wants from us. 


One of the most important signs used in geo- 
metry is that which stands for ‘therefore’: it 
indicates plainly that because of what has 
already been worked out, certain consequences 
must follow. It might not be a bad idea for us 
to insert, mentally, the word ‘therefore’ before 
this pledge, because unless we first strive ‘to 
listen now and always for the voice of Gad’ we 
are not likely to have much success with know- 
ing the will of God revealed in Christ. 


We can never question, if we accept the 
Christian basis of Toc H, the emphasis of the 
will of God ‘revealed in Christ’—nor ought we 
to be at all apologetic about this. Something of 
God’s will may well be revealed in the teaching 
of Plato, Buddha, Mohammet, or even in the 
thoughts of Mao Tse-tung! But the very basis 
of all true Christian thought and action is that 
it is revealed as nowhere else in Christ. Anyone 
who comes into Toc H does so with the pledge 


that he will strive to find out what this means- 
even at the risk of conversion, 


Onc of our difficulties is that nearly all start by 
assuming that we know quite clearly what is 
revealed in Christ because we think we know 
what ‘the Bible says’ or ‘the Church teaches’ 
even if we never read the former or worship 
with the latter! A convert from another religion 
-or from none at all-may be better able to 
grasp the essentials of that revelation than some 
of us with our prejudices and traditions. 


One great fundamental purpose of God, which 
Christ makes quite clear, is that all men should 
have life in all its fullness, We can never go 
wrong if we think and act on that assumption, 
We may indeed be misled in the means we seek 
to use to ensure that end—there have been many 
apparent ‘short cuts’ which Christians have 
taken and which have ended in disaster (in- 
cluding mass conversions at the point of the 
sword, the imposition of Catholic or Protestant 
truth by means of persecution, and the inflict- 
ing of 19th-century European customs on much 
of Africa), We can be sure that God’s will 
revealed in Christ is that all men should have 
the right and opportunity to enjoy the basic 
needs of life, of which the most important is 
surely to know the love of God for every 
member of the human family. 


Like the scorpion, ‘the sting is in the tail’, It is 
much more difficult to pledge ourselves to 
action ‘reckoning nothing of the world’s opinions 
or its successes’, Much of what Toc H believes 
and seeks to put into practice is a contradiction 
of commonly accepted values, While society as 
a whole pays lip-service, at least, to the ideals 
of social justice and human rights, it appears to 
have little room for anything which seriously 
challenges personal or communal selfishness 
(now called ‘our standard of living’): it has less 
room still for any emphasis on ‘the spiritual 
nature of man’, Membership of Toc H, which 
unlike some other memberships does not bring 
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The Main Resolution (continued) 


personal advantage, is likely to be derided by 
those who are only intent on self-advancement: 
this may be the price that some of us have to 
pay in terms of our relationship with other men 
and women. Also, we live in an age in which 
quantity often replaces quality as the standard 
of judgement. Toc H is not successful, in the 
eyes of the world, because it does not produce 
vast increases in membership or impressive 
physical results such as community centres, 
drug-addiction clinics, hospitals for the in- 
curable, or even old people’s homes. What it 
does produce-and has produced for halfa _ 
century—are individuals whose attitude to life 
and thcir fellows has been decisively changed, 
and who are pledged by their membership ‘to 
strive to know His Will revealed in Christ and 
to do it fearlessly ... to think fairly, to love 
widely, to witness humbly, to build bravely’. 
The quality of that contribution to society 
cannot be measured: but the effects can, and 
must be evident. 


Obituary 


We regret to announce the death, in March, 
of the Rev Richard R Whittington, a member 
of Wem branch and, from 1960, Hon Padre of 
the N Wales & Marches Area. 


And of the following members: 

In December: Mona Jones (Wrexham). 

In January: Winifred M Fanshawe (South- 
West Counties). 


In February: Leonard W Dawson (Herne 
Bay), Susannah S Gidney (Sheringham), 
Percy C G Orford (Bexhill), Samuel H Pulford 
(Trowbridge), William Sankey (Netherton), 
In March: Cyril C Adams (Falmouth), Ethel 
F Dowling (Lymington), Maurice G Gibb 
(Gravesend), Florence F Holmes (West 
Central), Norman R Horlock (SE London 
Area), Jack E Lucas (Marks Pilot, 1953-63), 
H Leslie Maggs (Wimbledon), E Arthur Spratt 
(Chichester), Leonard Stanton (Seven Kings), 


We give thanks for their lives. 


SURVIVAL OF 
THE WEAKEST 


A chance remark in Ramsgate set 
members on the trail of a new 
community need that has led to one 
of the most ambitious emergency 
rescue operations undertaken by 
ecw 


Huw Gibbs describes the events 
which led to the formation and 
development of ‘SURVIVAL - a 
Toc H project’. 


When Fred Cooper set out for the surgery that 
morning his intention was to sign off and go 
back to work. Little did he realise that a brief 
chat with his doctor would plunge him into the 
middle of launching ‘survivar’, a scheme to 
bring aid to people living alone in Ramsgate. 
Fred is a member of Ramsgate branch, and 
those carefully selected words about old people 
“dying of hypothermia for want of a sympa- 
thetic neighbour’ moved him deeply and would 
not let him escape. He sketched out the opera- 
tion and then took it to his branch, with a 
dramatic plea that Toc H ‘must do this thing’. 
The branch agreed and set to work. 


Very shortly afterwards the project got District 
approval and other branches became involved. 
At a public meeting of branches in Thanet 
District, to which a police inspector and local 
councillor were invited, Toc H outlined its 
plans, A committee, independent of Toc H but 
operating under its guidance, would be formed 
and the operation would embrace Margate and 
Broadstairs, as well as Ramsgate, The ‘Toc H 


Senior Citizens Survival Scheme’ was ready to 
meet its new public, It quickly became obvious 
that it wasn't only the elderly that needed the 
scheme, and so the words ‘senior citizens’ were 
deleted. 


Helpers from many organisations joined and 
Toc H decided that it also ought to drop 
‘Toc H’ from the title. The scheme revamped 
itself around a new name, ‘suRvivAL—a Toc H 
project’. 


Groups of mobile helpers, all with cars and 
telephones, were organised to cope with the 

first linc of neighbourhood assistance. Other 
volunteers, without cars, were organised as 
Strect Wardens and auxiliaries with instructions 
to observe give-away signs such as milk and 
newspapers Icft on doorsteps. They were also 

to watch whether curtains and lights were used 
in the homes of those who were thought to be 
handicapped in one way or another. 


Publicity became essential, and it was Fred 
again who took the lead. Because he works 
shifts he was able to arrange talks and explana- 
tions day and evening, particularly to those 
organisations where the elderly and infirm were 
present, Toc H members realised that the 
emphasis must be on education, Individual 
links with likely audiences-works, schools, 
guilds, shopping centres, clubs and garages 
were exploited to the full. Soon everyone knew 
about and was ready to help surviva.. Red ‘S’ 
cards were issucd and a secondary stage of 
education began. Soon a third front of helpers 
and watchers was recruited; insurance agents, 
milkmen, newspaper boys and girls, rent collec- 
tors and others, As each gap appeared so it was 
studied and recommendations made to fill it, 
The scheme was becoming watertight and the 
people openly expressed feelings of safety for 
the first time. 


One of the carly approaches was made to the 
Old Age Pensioners Welfare Committec. 

As a result, the full-time worker put herself at 
the disposal of survival and forged firm links 
with Age Concern, A talk to the old people 
produced not only details of those in need but 
also some volunteers. An unexpected but 
welcome discovery. The original scheme pro- 
vided only for the issuc of the ‘S’ cards, Printed 
on the back were the names and addresses of 
next of kin, doctors, team members and the 
card holder, together with the blood group. 
But, just as the scheme could not be confined 
to the elderly, so it became apparent that some 
would be unable to reach a window in time, 


A selection was made for the installation of a 
flashing light system. At this point the local 
youth stepped into the scheme, The boys at 

St George’s School assembled wooden frames 
for the lights and batteries. A new need for 
education had arisen and the team devised 
ways of telling local people the meaning of the 
flashing light. Another cmergency scheme was 
added when the OAP visitor purchased through 
Age Concern an audible bleeper. Once the pin 
is pulled, an ear-splitting racket summons 
anyone within earshot. 


An old lady, issued with an ‘S’ card, told her 
home visitor, ‘Last night I had the best night's 
sleep I have ever had.’ In another house an 
OAP visitor saw an old lady remove her overall, 
but not before carefully transferring her 
‘bleeper’ to the pocket of her cardigan. ‘I never 
go anywhere without it,’ she said. SURVIVAL 
already has many cases worth hearing about, 
but what is important, as one of the team 
members says, is that ‘people are naturally kind 
and friendly, and this scheme provides a 
channel for them to demonstrate their friendli- 
ness,’ 


Welcome Point 


The following branches elected new 

members during March: 

5—Iford (j). 

4—Tiddington (m). 

3—Bargoed (w), Rushden Pytchley (w), 
Wolverton (m). 

2—Accrington (j), Bedlington (m), Bexhill-on- 
Sea (j), Biggleswade (m), Bristol Action 
Group (jJ), Cardiff with Roath (j), East- 
bourne (j), Hemel Hempstead (m), 
Sandown (j), Spalding (w). 

1—Alson (w), Barnoldswick (j), Bromley (m), 
Broughton Astley (m), Budleigh Salterton 
(w), Carisbrook (w), Chalfonts (w), 
Clacton (w), Clitheroe (m), Codsall (m), 
Coningsby (m), Deeside (w), Exmouth (m), 
Griffithstown (m), Hythe (m), Ilkeston (w), 
Ladhope (j), Lapford (m), Melton 
Mowbray (m), Milford-on-Sea (j), Minster 
in Sheppey (w), Mundesley (m), St Albans 
(w), St Just (j), Scottish Area, Shelthorpe 
(w), Sleaford (w), Sprowston (m), Westham 
(w), Whitstable (m), Woodford (w), 
Wroughton (m), Wroughton (w). 

We extend a warm welcome to the 71 new 

members. 
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HOLIDAY HOME IN QUEENSLAND 


The idea of providing a seaside holiday home, 
for the benefit of the poor, distressed and 
destitute residents of Southern Queensland, 
received the consideration of Toc H Queens- 
land over a period of many years, but it was 
not until Brisbane branch decided to act in | 
1969 that the project came into being. Origin- 
ally, Brisbane branch sought and obtained from 
the Queensland Government a lease of approx- 
imately three acres of unimproved land, ad- 
jacent to the ocean beach at Bribie Island, for 
the project. This land is still held by the 
Trustees appointed to act for the branch, which 
formed the Bribic Island Project Committee. 


Bribie Island was a fortunate choice of location, 
in that a strong and active women’s branch of 
Toc H was established there, and the members 
enthusiastically supported the project. Bribie 
Island is a popular seaside resort some 40 miles 
north of Brisbane, It is a sand mass forming the 
northern perimeter of Moreton Bay, providing 
access to the Brisbane River and the capital city 
of Queensland, with a population of approxi- 
mately 900,000. Connected to the mainland by 
a concrete tollbridge # mile long and spanning 


Right: Coungeau House and its garden. The house 
has been jacked up and placed on steel girders, thus 
doubling the amount of space available. 


Centre: Geoff Bachmann. a leading member of the 
working committee. stands triumphantly on the 
roof of the new toilet block. 


Far right: The back of the house, showing the newly 
created ground floor, with the toilet block beyond. 


the still water known as the ‘Passage’ on the 
eastern side of the island, Bribie Island is 
dominated by the Glasshouse Mountains 
(named by Captain Cook in 1770) comprising 
several peaks bearing delightful aboriginal 
names such as Tibrogargan, Beerwah and 
Coonowrin. There are two settlements on the 
island: the first, on the eastern side, is known 
as ‘Bongarce’; and the other, on the ocean side, 
is called ‘Woorim’, both aboriginal names, 
Bribie Island has been declared a natural fauna 
and flora reserve, and the community, many of 
whom are retired people, are determined to 
preserve its natural environment as far as poss- 
ible in this age of developmental progress. 

A popular tourist attraction is the annual spring 
display of wild flowers on the island in thcir 
natural habitat. 


In 1969, an offer by the Church of England to 
sell the property known as Coungeau House 
and its half-acre site in Banya Street, Bongaree, 
for a consideration of approximately £6,000 
was accepted hy the Bribie Island Project 
Committee, which is chaired by Raoul Nieper 
(Brisbane branch), The residential building was 


Dudley Austin, with the aid of photographs by Bill Cowley, 
tells the story of the creation of a holiday home for the 
elderly on Queensland’s Bribie Island. 


in a very bad state of repair and required 
extensive rehabilitation, 


Today (some five years later) the efforts made 
by the Toc H Project Committee (now known 
as the Toc H Bribie Island Holiday Home 
Committee, comprising members of Brisbane, 
Bribie Island and Western Suburbs) are re- 
flected in the appearance of the building and 

its site. The major credit for the transformation 
effected is due to Harold Evans and Bill Cowley 
(Brisbane branch), Geoff Bachmann and 
Charles Lorimer (Western Suburbs), They have 
spent innumerable weck-ends voluntarily carry- 
ing out both rehabilitation work and new work 
on the site without cost to the project. Finan- 
cially, the committee has met approximately 
£4,000 of the purchase price, and largely due 

to an anonymous interest-free loan by a com- 
mittee member, has spent £4,000 in rehabili- 
tation and additions, Over the years, financial 
support has been reccived from a small band 

of Coungeau House sponsors, Queensland Arca 
(despite its meagre finances), Pittsworth, 
Queensland, Toc H Victoria, and Toc H Bribie 
Island, In addition to having a strong repre- 
sentation on the Holiday Home Committee, 


the Bribie Island branch has worked tremen- 
dously hard in raising funds for the project. 
Commendation is equally duc to the working 
committee and the ladies of the branch. 


It is estimated that approximately £5,000 is 
needed to complete the rehabilitation work on 
Coungeau House and pay off the remaining 
balance owing to the Church of England, and 
our anonymous committee member. The first 
floor of Coungeau Housc is a self-contained 
residential area, providing accommodation for 
at least eight, and will be used as a temporary 
holiday home for elderly people whose Brisbane 
homes have been severely damaged by the 
recent floods. 


Toc H Queensland and the Bribie Island 
Holiday Home Committee desire to thank all 
those members, friends and others who have 
assisted with the corporate job, which has been 
carried out in the true tradition of Toc H. They 
hope to retain this support until it is completed. 
Coungeau House is providing a holiday home 
for many indigent folk in Queensland. 
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Prison may make 
you 

feel better — 
DUCTS 


In the first of two articles 

Ray Fabes of the Midland 
Regional staff raises 
fundamental questions about 
our attitudes to crime and 
punishment. 


Most of us will have established our own beliefs 
on capital punishment, but we arc less sure of 
our feclings on imprisonment. 


On the one hand we arc horrified that a mother 
with three young children could be sent to 
prison for a parking offence (Peterborough 
Magistrates’ Court, 25 January 1974-yes, 
repeat, 1974) and on the other most of us 
applauded when the ‘great train robbers’ re- 
ccived their massive sentences. What causes us 
to react in these ways? When we read the crime 
reports~and few of us do not-we can see that 
our reactions are based on a jumble of influ- 
ences. But do we consider sufficiently often 
what has prompted our response? Do we really 
expect offenders to expiate their guilt, to pay 
their debt to society by being incarcerated? 

Do we believe that convicted criminals should 
make restitution? Should the victims of robbery 


tm Guat 


me Gum 


or fraud receive reparation? These feclings may 
well have been built up within us, but surely 
the motives are questionable. If we are involved 
in a law-breaking si tuation, do we ‘have a go’, 
report the offence, or our suspicions, or walk 
away on the other side? 


We as a country may build penitentiaries, but 
do we really expect them to make the inmates 
penitent? Are we still blinkered Victorians in 
that if someone has misbehaved we want to sec 
him punished? It would appear that if mis- 
ercants go unpunished the majority of the 
public will complain. Should deterrence be a 
major factor in all our penal policies? Does the 
publicity given to long sentences really stop the 
committing of crimes? There are certainly no 
statistics to prove this. Is there any concern for 
the individual’s situation and motivation? If 
deportation were reintroduced for stealing, and 
hanging for all acts of violence, would these 
measures really be effective? 


Having sat on a jury and weighed all the 
evidence, do we then want the judge to sentence 
the prisoner for 20 ycars? Could we keep a man 
locked up in our own bedroom for 20 years? 

lf the answer is ‘yes’ then perhaps we should 
ask ourselves, as members of a Christianising 
Movement, just what it is that prompts this 
kind of thinking. 


If we lock people away do we really feel better? 
Perhaps we would not like to be reminded of 

it too often. Do we honestly believe that prisons 
can reform? Anyone who has spent time in 
prison knows that there is little if any provision 
for treatment. (‘If you lock me up and show me 
no love, how can you possibly expect me to 
show love when you let me out? You have said 
“John Smith, you are a thief.” In prison I will 
mect others and learn to be a better thief. It 
was you who put the label on me in the first 
place.’) Shouldn’t we be thinking of preven- 
tion? Or are we unable to go further than the 
popular conversation which suggests that the 
only prevention for sexual offences is castration? 
Could you carry that out? 


Today as you read this there are about 37,500 
men and over 900 women in our prisons, though 
admittedly in 1970 the total was over 40,000. 
Should we not at least be considering-alterna- 
lives to prison? Do we really need permanent 
centres where those who pose a threat to socicty 


Right: The special security wing at Durham Prison. 


Left: Life behind bars. A prisoner and his pin-ups. 
Photos. Syndication International 
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can be incarcerated? Whom would we wish to 
sce staffing such institutions? How would we 
feel in such places? The dividing line between 
those who are convicted and those judged 
innocent is often very fine, Who decides, any- 
way? Who mans the barriers of society? Is it 
‘comfortable’ to decide that those in positions 
of authority in our courts ‘know best’? One 
only has to dig a little below the surface to raise 
enormous queries on the subject of the magi- 
stracy and its recruitment. There was a recent 
case in Wales when a father proposed his son 
to replace him on the bench. It need hardly be 
said that both were extensive landowners. 
Whose values and interests would they be 
safeguarding? Recent evidence showed that in 
one particular area one in five men appearing 
before the courts were jailed -more than twice 
the national! average. 


CURRENT STATISTICS 
Annual prison population in 


England and Wales 131,500 
Sentenced at trial 58,000 
In prison awaiting trial 22,000 


After trial but before sentence 34,000 
In prison but found ‘not 
guilty’ at trial 2,000 


131,000 


Of those committed, only 23,000 serve more 
than three months. 


These figures suggest that over 82,000 people a 
year could be considered for some alternative 
to prison. These would include the 22,000 
awaiting trial and the 34,000 awaiting sentence 
after trial. Breaking the figures down, 13,000 
are sentenced for peity oflences (over 6,000 
civil prisoners mainly for non-payment of 
maintenance, and a smaller number for the 
non-payment of debts) and over 7,000-a stag- 
gering figure—for drunkenness and vagrancy, 
which are non-indictable offences. There seems 
to be nowhere for these latter to go, and for 
this, the largest category, there are few bail 
hostels or their equivalent. 


These statistics reveal that our views on im- 
prisonment arc questionable. In the next issue 
of Point Three I shall be giving some of the 
alternatives which J think we as members of 
Toc H should be discussing with a view to 
encouraging their adoption in our locality, 
Read this through again slowly and decide 
where you stand and what factors are influ- 
encing your thinking. Remember Pauline Jones 
and other men and women like her, Is prison 
the only answer ?4] 


The exercise yard in the top security wing of 
Parkhurst Prison on the Isle of Wight. A televisian 
camera constantly scans the yard. 

Photo’ Syndication Internationa! 
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‘Stop Toc H - I Want to get on’ 


Alan Daniels of the Northern Regional staff reports on an unusual Dor Knap week-end 


The basic theme of the week-end 
was ‘Has Toc H any relevance in 
trying to assist society to sort out 
the social mess it has created and, 
il so, where does its role lie?’ The 
idea was first conccived in October 
last when Crispin White, of the 
Western Regional staff, and I were 
looking round a bookshop and 
noticed a serics of educational 
‘photopaks’,* These appeared to 
be extremely good, both in content 
and in quality, and we both felt 
that an interesting and informa- 
tive week-end could be structured 
around them. The photographs 
Jent themsclves quite casily to the 
kind of programme we wanted to 
create and we decided on two 
main sessions subtitled ‘Perfection 
into chaos’ and ‘Can we get back 
to perfection?’ In order that we 
might bring a broader perspective 
to the week-end we decided to use 
some of the questions in the ‘photo- 
pak’ worksheets involving other 
charities, For this purpose we ob- 
tained the fullest possible informa- 
tion from the organisations con- 
cerned, 

After a very short introduction 
the first picture was considered, 
and I think we were all surprised 
by the immediate and spontaneous 
reaction to it, with almost all those 


*Published by Lutlerworth Press, 
Guildford 


present taking part. As the first 
picture showed a portion of the 
sky at night we were immediately 
led into considering the perfection 
of nature and the comparative in- 
significance of man, with our 
thoughts gradually being brought 
back to carth by the succeedin 

pictures, Thus was established the 
consideration of interdependence 
which was to remain evident 
throughout the remainder of the 
week-end. During this first session 
we also realised just how deep the 
reaction to the pictures was going 
to be, how much one could read 
into them and how different were 
the interpretations which could 
arise. Another pleasing point which 
we noted in this session was the 
readiness of everyone present to 
make their contribution, and [I 


attribute this to a combination of 


the presentation layout and the in- 
formal atmosphere which was cre- 
ated from the beginning. 

For the Sunday morning session 
we had decided to consider the 
activitics of some other charitics 
and then draw a comparison be- 
tween them and the experiences in 
Toc H in which we had been in- 
volved. Although the experience 
of those attending was mainly with 
projects we considered the rele- 
vance of our Movement in its 
widest context. 


The following comment from 
one of those who took part sums 
up our cliscussions and also, I feel, 
justifies the work which was in- 
volved in preparing the week-end: 
“I came away feeling that my con- 
ception of the purpose of Toc H 
had been affected in some way, 
and although I do not think that 
my basic ideas have altered to a 
great extent I do feel that the week- 
cnd served to confirm and rein- 
force my conviction that: 

‘lL. Toc H is as relevant today as 
ever it was in identifying need and 
seeing that it is met, either by 
using the resources and connec- 
tions of Toc H itself and/or by 
mobilising community resources 
into action, It has been said that 
Toc H is a pioneering Movement, 
and I do not think there is any real 
reason for this to change. There is 
a pioneering aspect to every form 
of social service, and it constitutes 
a challenge to every person who is 
involved in the helping process. 

‘2. The Christian aspect of 
Toc H in working towards the 
Kingdom of God can never be 
removed, ignored or replaced. Ít 
is an essential ingredient of Toc H, 
and in taking it away one might 
just as well join one of the many 
hundreds of helping organisations 
which lack this integral basic pur- 
pose.’ 


Funeral of Lady Harrowby 


‘A church packed to capacity’, 
writes Faith Hewitt, ‘bore witness 
to the high esteem in which the 
Countess of Harrowby was held by 
her family, her friends and the 
many organisations with which she 
worked. The vicar paid tribute 
to Lady Harrowby’s inspiring 
Christian example in regular wor- 
ship and in service to humanity. 


The following memory of Lady 
Harrowby comes from Muricl 
Buttrey: ‘1 wrote to tell her of one 
of our members who has been in 
hospital for over 40 years. She is 
paralysed from the waist down and 
can only use one hand, with which 
she embroiders table-cloths galore 
to give to others, Could Lady 
Harrowhy be so kind as to send 


her a birthday card as a surprise? 
Grace received the card, and a 
letter, and I received a phone call. 
Would Grace, and as many helpers 
as were needed, come to the Hall 
for tea and to see the gardens? So 
Grace had tea with Lord and Lady 
Harrowby, and while she lay on 
the settee she said: “1 shall never 
forget this day.” 
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£50,000 leap for spina! appeal 


Huw Gibbs 


Nobody guessed that when Jimmy 
Savile promised to find enough 
money to furnish the interior of the 
spinal lounge at Stoke Mandeville 
Hospital he would be making a 
personal donation of £40,000. His 
announcement that his fee for an 
appearance at the Ideal Home Ex- 
hibition would be given to the 
Toc H organised appeal took every 
body completely by surprise, m- 
cluding the hospital management 
committee, who were preparing 
specifications for tender on a much 
more modest scale. 

When Jimmy also announced 
that he had persuaded Viking 
Homes Limited, a Swedish luxury 
building firm, to sell the exterior, 
base and services to the hospital 
for the money raised by Toc H and 
at the same time to donate their 
own cheque for an identical sum 
to pay for extra amenities for the 
patients, it hecame obvious that 
the whole operation needed to be 
replanned. Instead of an appeal to 
raise £8,000 Toc H suddenly 
found itself at the centre of a 
£60,000 project which has all the 
signs of becoming a shattering 
breakthrough in hospital recre- 
ation facilities. ‘People will be 
coming to sec the Toc H lounge 
from all over the world’, says 
Jimmy. A model of the much ex- 
alted plan is on show at the hospi- 
tal, and one of Jimmmy’s ideas is 


HOSPITAL GUIDES 


The opening of a new, ultra- 
modern ward at the local hospital 
provided Bakewell, Derbyshire, 
members with an unusual job, ‘The 
hospital decided that the new ward 
should be opened to the public for 
a week. ‘As regular helpers at the 
hospital for nearly 20 years,’ writes 
Point Three correspondent Edwin 
Harrison, “we were asked by the 
hospital secretary if we could ar- 
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that the names of all donors will 
be put on to microfilm | and 
cemented into the wall behind a 
commemorative plaque. Toc H 
members in Buckingham, directed 
by Des Bonner, have called a con- 
ference of all the principals con- 
cerned to agree the final arrange- 
ments about purchasing the build- 
ing and arranging the opening 
date. The amount collected by 
public donation stands at £1 1,037, 
hut money continues to come in 
and will be attributed to the fund 
until the agreed closing date, the 
end of May 1974. 

A delighted Jimmy Savile, writ- 
ing in The Sunday People and local 
Bucks press, said: “Thanks to 
Toc H this is the most successful 
project I have ever undertaken... 
it will be the Savoy Hotel of all 
hospital lounges.’ In a personal 
Ictter to the appeal organisers he 
writes: ‘As a member I am very 
proud 10 be able to report such a 
landslide. Toc H is a super organ- 
isation,’ Two scouts, who visited 
the studio after completing a re- 
cord number of lengths in a spon- 
sored swim for the appeal, were 
interviewed in the Radio One pro- 
gramme ‘Savile’s Travels’, It is 
envisaged that national television 
coverage will be given to the of- 
cial opening of the lounge, which 
is expected to be in September 


1974. 


range a rota of guides for the thrice 
daily sessions when the ward would 
be opened to the public. Some 800 
people toured the new extension 
during the week and the secretary 
commented afterwards: “I just 
don’t know what we would have 
done without Toc H,” The branch 
has decided to make a presentation 
of flower vases’ for the new 
ward,’ 


Boom year 
for school group 


Attendances at mectings of the 
Wellingborough Grammar School 
Toc H group have this year aver- 
aged over 70, For much of its his- 
tory the group, which was started 
back in 1948, has been active but 
small. In November 1972 the num- 
ber of regular members had drop- 
ped to seven, Since then, however, 
the group has discovered a new 
vigour and enthusiasm. The sud- 
den expansion ‘seems to have been 
due’, according to group member 
Julie Wrigley, ‘to the recruitment 
of High School girls, who have 
recently found an interest in Toc H 
and its work.’ 

‘The group’s major achieve- 
ment this year’, writes Julie, ‘will 
be the planning, in co-operation 
with the District Team, of the 
summer camp which is taking 
place from 13 to 20 July at the 
Kingsway Boys’ Club in Welling- 
borough, Campers will be children 
from Norfolk, aged 7-11. Many 
camps take city children to the 
seaside in the summer. This camp 
will give children from the seaside 
a chance to visit an inland town 
(this is known as an “environmen- 
tal swap’’). Activities will include 
swimming, games and a visit to the 
nearby wildlife park. Eight of the 
12 helpers at the camp will be 
members of the Wellingborough 
School group. 

‘In addition to this major acti- 
vity, members of the group have 
been busy distributing food parcels 
to old people and are also planning 
a jumble sale and a concert, This 
last is a regular event, enjoyed as 
much by those involved in the 
sketches as by the audience. 

“When it was set up the group, 
which was the first ever school 
service group in Northampton- 
shire, was described in the local 
press as “‘a daring experiment”, It 
has now proved itself a well- 
established feature of our school 
life,’ 


Bookstali birthday 


Congratulations to Harpenden, 
Herts, branch which has run its 
bookstall for 20 years. During this 
time the bookstall has raised 
£2,000. ‘It’s been a good way of 
advertising Toc H locally,’ says 
Terry Gray, ‘and it’s made us a 
host of friends among regular cus- 
tomers.’ The branch is celebrating 
this month’s anniversary by pro- 
ducing a leaflet about the history 
of the stall. 


Boys’ Brigade link 
Alan Daniels of the Northern 
Regional staff reports that boys 
from the 2nd Lytham (Lancs) 
Company of the Boys’ Brigade and 
Toc H members are working to- 
gether in local homes for children 
in care and for the mentally handi- 
capped. Some of the boys in care 
have also attended the Brigade’s 
Parade Nights. These inittatives 
have proved successful enough for 
Alan to be invited to a Boys’ Bri- 
gade training week-end to talk 
about the needs of the community. 
Other Brigade companies in the 
area are reported to be keen to 
invite Toc H speakers to discuss 
how to get involved in the local 
community. 


Larry Adler entertains 


Larry Adler, the world-famous 
harmonica player, topped the bill 
at the cabaret which followed the 
annual dinner given by Ilminster, 
Somerset, branch for the town’s 
elderly, This year’s dinner has 
been voted ‘the biggest and best 
ever’, according to staff member 
Harry Olver. Larry Adler gave his 
services free. Close on 200 people 
attended the dinner, which has 
been a regular feature of Ilminster 
life for nearly 20 years. Thanks to 
the gencrous support of the local 
community, the branch is able to 
entertain ils guests al a first-class 
hotel. Many of the guests are well 
known to the branch through the 
regular deliveries of firewood 
throughout the year. 


Epsom’s ‘talking newspaper’ 


Toc H members in Epsom, Surrey, 
are determined to start a ‘talking 
newspaper’ for the town’s blind 
people. Items will be taken from 
local papers and will include 
information on entertainments, 
shop sales and special reductions 
and church notices. The paper 
will also pinpoint construction 
jobs and road repairs, to save 
the blind from walking into 
trouble. 

The newspaper will be pro- 
duced on cassettes suitable for use 
with ‘talking book’ playback ma- 
chines. The minimum equipment 
required to launch the scheme is a 
recorder and a couple of cassettes, 
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costing about £55, but when the 
number of subscribers grows 
a multiple recording unit, 
which costs £1,000, will be essen- 
ual. 

The start of a similar scheme in 
Colchester, Essex, was reported in 
Point Three in January. Cassette 
newspapers or magazines are pro- 
duced by 20 local groups up and 
down the country and they have 
a combined ‘readership’ of 2,000. 
When Epsom’s scheme is success- 
fully launched the branch will set 
up a scparate group which will 
accept the continuing responsi- 
bility for producing and distribut- 
ing the ‘newspaper’. 


exhibition held to publicise the plans for Epsam’'s ‘talking newspaper’. 
Photo. East Surrey/South Landon News Group 


Children help 
flashing light scheme 


The flashing light emergency 
scheme operated by Loughton, 
Essex, branch has caught the 
imagination of the town’s young 
people. Seventy youngsters, most- 
ly fourth-year students at a local 
secondary school, are giving regu- 
lar help. They visit old people who 
have one of the lights, to check that 
it is working properly, and they 
also pay extra visits to try to relieve 
the loneliness of those living on 
their own, undertake shopping for 
the housebound, and have even 
wheeled an elderly man to the 
barber to have his hair cut, They 
also give practical help with such 
things as making the boxes for the 
batteries used in the scheme and 
typing letters to people in areas 
where a new light is installed tell- 
ing them what to do in case of an 
emergency. 


LOCKED IN 


Only Toc H members could lock 
themselves inside a Building Soci- 
ety. This is how it happened. 
Toc H was given the opportunity 
of mounting an exhibition in the 
offices of the Cheltenham and 
Gloucester Building Society in the 
centre of Leicester. Point Three cor- 
respondent Mary Foster takes up 
the story: ‘The manager handed 
over the keys and went home. We 
worked hard and soon had the dis- 
play looking good. Then we dis- 
covered that we couldn’t get out, 
We had locked the outer door, not 
realising that it had a safety lock 
which could only be opened from 
the outside. However, we were in 
luck. A friend passed by and we 
were able to pass the keys to him 
through a small air hole and were 
let out.’ 
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In brief... 


Our congratulations to Mrs Ellison, Women’s Association Vice- 
President, who has celebrated her 90th birthday. 


Office changes. Sue Sutton has been appointed assistant in the new 
editorial office at Wendover. Chris Granger-Evans will be assisting 
Judy Auton with the administration of the Winant and Clayton 
Volunteer scheme and will also be helping in the South-Eastern 
Regional office. A welcome to John Daneford, who has taken over 
from Sue Sutton responsibility for the operation of the accounting 
machine, 


News has reached us of the formation of an active young people’s 
group in Kent, 


A band and choir concert organised by Highams Park branch in 
London to raise money for projects featured the local Towns- 
women’s Guild choir conducted by Mrs A Dankworth, mother of 
Johnny. 


When Fleetwood, Lancs, branch closed Leslie Dickinson was onc 
of the members who decided to transfer to Thornton Cleveleys joint 
branch, A very happy decision which has led to his marriage to 
Ann Bramley, daughter of a member of his new branch. Our best 
wishes to them both. 


Point Three correspondent Mary Foster reports a successful games 
evening between Leicester Toc H United and members of the 
Anchor Club for ex-prisoners. 


The Iford Afternoon Group, near Bournemouth, has received a 
Rushlight. The group came into existence 18 months ago, largely 
through the enthusiasm of Joan Burrows and her sister Betty 
Schuchard, following a very happy visit to Warden Manor. 
Unfortunately, Joan died about a year ago, but Betty is the hard- 
working secretary of the new group, 


Members in Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, are seeking the co-operation 
of other local organisations in starting an information scheme 
designed to help elderly people in the town who may not be aware 
of the services available to them, 


Right: | know how you did it! One 
af the guests at a childron’s party 
araanised by members in Welling- 
borough. Northants, responds to the 
conjurer. Photo: Northamptonshire 

i Newspapers Ltd 


Below: Reg Collins, chairman of 
Bournemouth branch, presents a i 
BEC dual-control chair to the chair- 
man of the management committee 
af the Parkstone Cheshire Home. 
Attending the ceremony were 
Elizabeth Bacon of the Western 
Regiona! staff (right) and members 
of five neighbouring branches. 

This was the seventh chair bought 
by the branch. 3 

Photo: Bournemouth Evening Echo 


Above: Members of Dudley, Worcs, 
branch present the matron of Burton 
Road Hospital with a cheque for 
£100. The gift will go towards the 
running of the intensive care unit at 
the hospital. The branch has also 
raised funds for the purchase of a 
chairmobile which has been given 
to an adult training centre for the 
physically handicapped. 

Photo: Dudley Herald 


Right: Florence Murrell of Hudders- 
field, Yorks, says she has very little 
time for painting, because of her 
work with the blind and with Toc H. 
Nevertheless, she has lost count of 
the number of paintings she has 
campleted which are ‘now scattered 
all over Huddersfield and beyond’. 
She has twice had pictures in Toc H 
Painting exhibitions. 

Photo: Huddersfield Examiner 


PICTUREPOINT 
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Letters 


Finance 

Notwithstanding the general approval of the 
Central Council to Strategy for the Seventies, may 

I register with you my conviction that the 
decision of the Central Executive on 19 January 
1974, reported in your March issuc, must be 
challenged. 


Airy-fairy talk of acting in faith could equally 
be called ‘squandermania’ or a faulty sense of 
stewardship towards the assets built over 

51 years, 


The decision to appoint another 26 members 

of staff is a gigantic gamble on an unproved 
theory that extra staff will result in a significant, 
indeed massive, intake of subscribing members 
of Toc H. Ifit fails, Toc H in 14 (not 15) years’ 
time will be unable even to continuc the pen- 
sions of the old staff who survive to 1988, or 
even to own its branch mecting rooms. 


The programine of stripping our assets is to 
continue for five years and then to be reviewed. 
What, then, to do with the extra staff if the 
experiment is not paying its way? Will our 
starry-cyed idealists be as ruthless as wicked 
capitalists? 


Before we decide to have a short life but a 
merry onc for the Movement and its staff, has 
not the Central Executive a responsibility to 
put such a fundamental programme to the 
Movement at a Central Council meeting? 


May I plead through your columns for the staff 
recruitment to be halted until the Movement 
can democratically decide what is required by 
faith tempered by prudence? I never thought 
I'd have to urge a democratic course of action 
on Toc H. There is some humour in the situa- 
tion for those who know me, 


George Davis Newbury, Berks 


We really do move 


The letter from George Cowton of Scarborough 
(February issue) plunged me into a nest of 
nostalgia, In spite of older members being not 
keen on changes, he said that Toc H had to 
move with the times and asked who had heard 
of Volunteers and Youth Action groups ten 
years ago; and why should there be separate 
branches—men and women? 


How vividly that recalled the scene at the 
Central Council mecting at Swanwick on a 


May evening in 1954-my first year of 15 as 
Press Adviser to the Movement-when Oliver 
Wilkinson gave a talk and revealed to a startled 
audience that he had already started a joint 
branch at Henley, with good augury for similar 
enterprises in the future. He had the audacit 

to prophesy that what we later dubbed ‘integra- 
tion’ must come at some time. The reaction was 
varied and almost totally unfavourable. Some 
councillors just sniggered self-consciously; some 
laughed aloud at what they construed as just 
one of dear old Oliver’s endearing eccentrici- 
ties; and others looked solemn and muttered 
about the Charter and quibbled about 
‘jmpracticability’, ‘undesirability’ and so forth, 
And that was a mere 20 ycars ago. 


A couple of years or so later—before head- 
quarters moved from Westminster to 15 Trinity 
Square-I was at a meeting at 4] Trinity Square, 
It had nothing to do with joint branches, but 
was called to enable members of the Central 
Executive to mect members of the staff, and 
particularly to discuss Dor Knap, the latest 
acquisition of Toc H. Its location and its 
possibilities were fully explained, as was the 
rough and tortuous track leading to the house 
from the public road! I think those present 
must have been townsfolk to a man, because 
everyone accepted the view expressed by the 
few who had actually visited the site that, ‘of 
course, we can only use it in the summer 
months-it is quite inaccessible in the winter.’ 
Although I had made a ‘recce’ of the place 
before the meeting, I felt that I had no status 
to argue the point, being ncither staff nor a 
member of the Executive, so I kept ‘mum’—and 
went away wondcring how those who had lived 
there over many, many centuries had enjoyed 
their ‘inaccessibility’ during their months of 
solitude between the falling of the leaves and 
the coming of the Lenten lilies. Perhaps they 
were hermits? If so, the year-round activities 
now enjoyed there must be making them turn 
in their inaccessible graves, 


Colin Wintle London 


Travellers 


The letters of Cyril Ford and Green Street 
Green branch (Point Three, January 1974) raise 
the same issue of the travellers’ ‘Catch-22’ 
predicament when it comes to questions of the 
law: ‘living within the law’, easy enough for 
most house-dwellers, is not possible when most 
travelling families have no legal place to stop, 
and will not have for many years to come. 


In spite of the 1968 Caravan Sites Act, which 
obliges local authorities to provide sites for 


travellers (as indeed they provide housing for 
many of their house-dwelling populations), 
many authorities have still not complied with 
the requirements of the law, Birmingham 
among them. Many, furthermore, have ignored 
circulars from central government urging them 
to leave the travellers in peace until the sites 
are built-hence a serics of unnecessary, brutal 
and brutalising evictions in Birmingham last 
year, which have cost the ratepayers unknown 
thousands of pounds. Surely, if one is to ascribe 
blame at all, then some of it must be put on 
those ‘public servants’ who have wasted our 
money and authorised such shameful episodes 
as John Mitchell describes in his article. 


Both your correspondents imply that the prob- 
lem arises from some malevolent desire of the 
travellers to Aout the law (‘those who reject all 
the obligations of citizenship’). I would put it 
to them that, if you allow people to be treated 
as outlaws and do nothing to see that your 
local authority itself abides by the law, no one 
can be surprised by whatever results. 


I would ask all your readers to press their local 
authority to make full and adequate provision 
for travellers in, or resorting to, their areas, and 
lo protest at any plans to harass and evict in 
the interim: only when all our travelling popu- 
lation is thus provided for will the travellers 
have the opportunity to take their place along- 
side us, as rent- and ratc-paying citizens, enjoy- 
ing all the rights that citizenship brings and, 

of course, accepting all the obligations that 
citizenship implies. 

Dick Worrall West Midlands Travellers School 
Walsall, Staffs 


Visitors welcome 


I read with great interest George Cowton’s 
letter published in February, and quite agree 
that in some respects we are too parochial. But 
habit dies hard with the older generation, 


I certainly agree-and I think I have written in 
this strain before-that it is very nice, and 
enlightening, to visit other branches. I have 
done so in any town or seaside resort I have 
visited, and had the most marvellous welcome 
from them all. When in Jersey I tracked down 
the meeting room, as did a member from 
another branch; that night the speaker failed 


to turn up through illness and the whole branch 


pounced on us two to tell them about our 
respective branches and how we ticked over. 
We had quite a night. 


My two sons have been well looked after and 
entertained in both Malta and Toronto; the 

1oc H members in both places could not do 

enough for two lads away from home. 


So I say go out and sec how other branches 


work, and you will get a right 
aao get a right Toc H welcome 


Freda Hurt Mansfield 


The District branch 


As one who made a small contribution to the 
conception of the District branch, I was most 
interested to read the article on this subject in 
the March issue. 


While it is true that the ‘ordinary branch’ 
remains the backbone of Toc H, there is no 
doubt that those members who, for various 
reasons, choose to remain outside the established 
patlern, can and do make a substantial contri- 
bution to the Movement which is not always 
purely financial. It is essential that their efforts 
be crystallised as far as possible and the forma- 
tion of a District branch will be of considerable 
help in achieving this. Nevertheless, I do find 

it particularly disturbing that there are some 
branch members who still seem to regard those 
who follow a different orbit as people who have 
only a cursory interest in Toc H. 


If Toc H is to be truly ‘Everyman's Club’ it 
must accept that everyone’s commitment cannot 
be attained or sustained at the same level. The 
District branch is an attempt to give coherence 
to what, in many present cases, is fragmentary, 
and for the venture to be a success it needs the 
efforts not only of the District members but of 
all branch members as well. The establishment 
of His Kingdom in the wills of men will come 
only with the recognition that the Spirit works 
in different ways in each of us. 


John Morgan Ruislip, Middx 
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Introducing 


SUE McWILLIAM 


-namma 


The new editor photographed during last summer's project at Hamilton Lodge in Essex. Phote: Kenneth Mais 


Sue McWilliam, whose appointnent as editor 
of Point Three was announccd last month, joined 
the staff of Toc H in September 1972 as assist- 
ant in the public relations office. She has been 
responsible, among many other things, for 
editing Newsline, the monthly digest of informa- 
tion which is circulated to members of staff. 


She’s aged 23 and lives at Stoke Mandeville, 
near Aylesbury. Her husband, Bill, is a lecturer 
in Engineering Geology at Oxford Polytechnic. 
She has a degree in sociology and social ad- 
ministration from Durham University and, in 
connection with this course, she has gained 
varicd experience in social work, Since joining 
the staff she has been actively involved in the 
formation of a ‘Voc H group in Aylesbury and 
was able to take part in one of last summer's 
projects. The first issue of Point Three under her 
editorship will appear in July. 


How does Sue see her new job? ‘Its only’, she 


says, ‘when readers really participate in the 
magazine and contribute to its life that it 
becomes a useful tool of communication. News 
pages arc vitally important for building up this 
sense of belonging and they give the oppor- 
tunity to everyone to contribute.’ 


She believes that the magazine also has a re- 
sponsibility to stimulate thought. ‘Point Three’, 
she says, ‘challenges us to stretch the horizons 
of our thought, to think that bit more honestly 
and deeply.’ And she adds: “It’s important to 
include features on subjects outside Toc H so 
that we don’t become too cosy, too insistent on 
our own way of doing things, too unaware of 
the challenges of the rest of the world.’ Above 
all, she believes, the magazine should entertain- 
“It’s useless if it’s not enjoyable to read.’ 


Retiring editor Ken Prideaux-Brune comments: 
‘Fm delighted at Sue’s appointment and wish 
her every success and happiness,’ 


small Advertisements 


Sma 


Toc 


pEVON/CORNWALL BORDER. Four-berth caravan, SAE 


Oldnall, 23 Cedar Road, Bournville B30. 


WESTON-s- MARE. Smiling Somerset. Bed and breakfast, 
EM optional. Near A370 and M5. Car space. Mrs M. J. Green, 
‘Mon Abri‘, Ebdon Road, Worle BS22 9NA. Tel: W-s-M 


21957. 


GUERNSEY Cl. Good homely fare with Toc H family. 
H & Cin rooms, mid-week booking, preferably Tuesday and 
Thursday, accepted. Terms BB and EM £13 per week. Mrs 
P. Saunders, Petherton, Tetre Lane, Vale. Telephone: 0481 
44756. 


VISIT WARDEN MANOR in 1974. Historic manor house 
in rural Isle of Sheppey countryside near sea. Happy Toc H 
fellowship. New tennis court. 1974 season 6 July-14 Sept. 
Also open Easter (11-15 April) and Spring Bank Holiday 
week-end (24-27 May). Write John Cole, Warden Manor, 
Eastchurch, near Sheerness, Kent ME12 4HD. 


RAISE FUNDS QUICKLY, EASILY. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc, gold stamped to your require- 
ments. Details: NORTHERN NOVELTIES, Bradford BD2 3AF. 


BRUGES, BELGIUM. Hotel Jacobs 
(established 50 years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual visitors to this 
lovely ald city within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art, and of the 
coast. Comfortable, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and break- 
fast only. Mr Jules Lietaert, HOTEL 
JACOBS, Baliestraat 1, Bruges 8000. 
Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. 


HOTEL LYBEER has been a centra 
for Toc H members since 1945. 
Charles, a Toc H Builder and well 
known to many members, wel- 
comes parties and individuals. 
Charles Vanhove. Hotel Lybcer. 
Korte Vulderstraat 31, Bruges, 
Belgium. 


jı advertisements must be received (with remittance) by the first day of 
preceding publication. The charge is 3p a word (minimum 30p). Point raa Sone 
H Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks. HP22 6BT. Telephone 029-662 3911 


Dor Knap Open Day 
Dor Knap’s annual Open Day will, 
as usual, be on Spring Bank Holiday 

Monday, 27 May. 


The entertainment on offer this vear 
includes: 


% Morris Dancers 

X Seagull Pie-a folk group 

% ‘Babes in the Wood’-a 
short pantomime per- 
formed by the Wessex 
Pioneers Concert Group 

%* Demonstration of the 
craft of ‘corn dollies’ 


The usual refreshments available. 

Or bring your own picnic and 
enjoy the beautiful setting 

overlooking the Vale of Evesham. 


You can now go ahead confidently and plan extension 
campaigns in 1974. There is a NEW and ABSOLUTELY 
FREE giveaway leaflet available fram your Regional 
office. Handbill size, and containing a good general 
description of Toc H work, with a box far local 
addresses, this addition ta the publicity range has been 
specially produced to help with recruiting and in- 
formation campaigns. 

USE THE NEW FREE LEAFLETS. 

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR REGIONAL OFFICE NOW] 


ARE YOU LISTENING? 


A series of cassette tapes about the work of the Movement in all its variety is to be 
launched this year. 


Called TOPIC ON TAPE, the first programme looks at the work of three full-time 
members of the Regional staff of Toc H, what they do, and why they do it. 


These tapes will inform and stimulate discussion in your branch and District. 
Each tape will run for about 15 minutes and provide a starting point for a discussion. 
Reserve your subscription now by using the slip below. 


The cost of a subscription to this unique training and information programme is £1:50 


per branch for a year’s supply of four tapes. 

The first titles of TOPICS ON TAPE will be: 

x ‘What are the staff doing ?’ 

yx ‘Why Toc H needs you and your money’ 

x% ‘Ideas for your branch programme’ 

yx ‘Where does your Local Authority begin and end ?’ 

Don't miss out on this important addition to the life and vitality of your branch. 


Two hundred subscribers are needed to start the programme. Become a foundation 
subscriber NOW. 


Tell me about TOPIC ON TAPE and send me the facts sheet of the first programme. 


I 

‘ 

a Name....... 
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' 

' 
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s Region... 

' 

‘ To: Toc H Public Relations, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury HP22 6BT 
Soo ooo ee oO oe 6 ee ee eS oe ee Se a & <> sy =) = o o E 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Buckinghamshire HP22 6BT and printed in England by NCH Printing Dept., Harpenden 


